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of the enemy from taking place. They want 
us to leave Iraq so they can establish a safe 
haven from which to launch attacks on our 
people again. And I take their goal seriously, 
and I will use all resources at my disposal 
in order to protect the American people. 

Q. Muchas gracias, Senor Presidente. 
The President. Si, por nada. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 3:08 p.m. in 
the Map Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, the President referred to President Vicente 
Fox of Mexico; Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
of Canada; and President Hugo Chavez of Ven-
ezuela. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of this interview. 

Statement on the Death of Caspar 
Weinberger 
March 28, 2006 

Caspar Weinberger was an American 
statesman and a dedicated public servant. He 
wore the uniform in World War II, held 
elected office, and served in the Cabinets of 
three Presidents. As Secretary of Defense for 
President Reagan, he worked to strengthen 
our military and win the cold war. In all his 
years, this good man made many contribu-
tions to our Nation. America is grateful for 
Caspar Weinberger’s lifetime of service. 
Laura and I send our condolences and pray-
ers to the entire Weinberger family. 

Interview With CTV 
March 28, 2006 

Canada-U.S. Relations 
Q. Well, first of all, Mr. President, thank 

you very much for inviting us into your home. 
We certainly appreciate that. 

Before we get on to talking about Canada- 
U.S. relations, I want to deal a little bit with 
your personal relations with Canadians. They 
haven’t exactly been a roaring success. Does 
that matter? Does that matter to you? Does 
it matter to the relationship? 

The President. I think I’ve had very good 
relations with the Canadians with whom I’ve 
dealt. I mean, Prime Minister Chretien and 
his successor, Paul Martin, and I got along 
just fine. We didn’t always agree, but I can 

understand people not agreeing with some 
of the decisions I made. But that doesn’t nec-
essarily mean there’s any problems with the 
relationship. 

I guess much has been made about some 
of the name-calling that went on. That’s just 
part of politics, and it doesn’t bother me in 
the least. If I was bothered about name-call-
ing from Canada, I’d certainly be bothered 
about name-calling from the United States 
as well. [Laughter] 

The relationship between Canada and the 
United States is really a relationship not nec-
essarily by government only but by the peo-
ples, by the interchange, by the exchanges 
we have, by the relatives on both sides of 
the border. And that’s what really makes the 
relationship unique and very strong. 

Trade With Canada/Softwood Lumber 
Q. In that regard, Prime Minister Harper, 

the new—I think this is now the third Prime 
Minister you’ve gone through—— 

The President. It is. [Laughter] 
Q. ——in Canada. He said that of the top 

priorities that he’s got, softwood lumber has 
to be number one; says it’s, in his words, put-
ting a very serious strain on the relationship 
between the two countries. You’ve often said 
that this is something that you want to take 
care of. I’m giving you an opportunity to 
make some news here. [Laughter] 

The President. I may not see that. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Okay. [Laughter] What would be—is 
there any one thing that you can do to 
unblock this issue? 

The President. Well, I can tell our people 
to try to find common ground. I thought we 
were pretty close to a deal a couple of years 
ago—I can’t remember the exact timing of 
it, but I know we’ve been working on 
softwood lumber for quite a while. 

I fully understand how difficult an issue 
this is, particularly from Canada’s perspec-
tive, since there’s been some rulings. And we 
want to get it solved. I told that to Stephen 
Harper, that I understand its importance. I 
understand its priority. And I’d like to get 
the issue resolved once and for all, myself. 
The best thing I can do is tell our negotiators 
that—see if you can find common ground. 
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Again, we were close to an agreement be-
fore—maybe that’s a place for people to look 
for common ground. 

I know it’s not going to get solved if it’s 
done—if these negotiations are public; it’s 
going to require some very quiet consulta-
tions to see if we can do what I’d like to 
see done. 

Q. Can it be solved on your watch? 
The President. I certainly hope so. This 

is a difficult issue. I know it creates anxieties 
in Canada. I really don’t want to create anxi-
eties. On the other hand, I do want to be 
fair to our folks here as well, and I think 
we can find ground. 

Canada-U.S. Border/Homeland Security 
Q. Talking about common ground, it 

seems to me that there’s so much that we 
have in common between these two coun-
tries—we’ve got the world’s largest 
undefended border; we’re both countries at 
war; we’ve got boots on the ground in Af-
ghanistan. And yet here at home, we’re put-
ting more barriers along that Canadian- 
American border. 

You’ve often said that the reason for this— 
or what Stephen Harper calls the passport 
problem—you’ve said that it’s because you 
want to know who’s coming and going across 
that border. So I guess it begs the question, 
are the Canadians not telling you who’s com-
ing and going? Are we not doing a good 
enough job? 

The President. Oh, I think Canada has 
been very cooperative, and the relationship 
between our services is very good. The idea 
is to have—it doesn’t necessarily have to be 
a passport. It can be a document, a tamper- 
proof document that will expedite border 
crossings, not delay border crossings. The 
idea is to make sure that tourists and trade 
moves freely and terrorists don’t. 

And right after September the 11th, obvi-
ously, our country took a hard look at the 
procedures enabling people to come back 
and forth across our borders, both north and 
south. And the idea was to come up, as I 
said, with a tamper-proof document. I know 
they’ve been focused on the passport, but 
surely we can design something—the law 
doesn’t say passport only; the law says, kind 
of, passport-like, if I’m not mistaken. 

But the key is that it be tamper-proof. 
We’ve found a lot of, for example, driver’s 
license forgeries throughout the United 
States that make it difficult to—you know, 
as best as we can assure our citizens that we 
know who’s coming in and who’s not. 

Q. I guess part of the problem for a lot 
of people in this is they say, look, it’s not 
so much guys like you and me going across— 
we’ve all got passports or identity cards. But 
it’s the minor league, peewee hockey team, 
or the peewee baseball team that won’t be 
able to play in each other’s countries right 
now because it’s too much of a hassle to get 
this card. 

The President. Again, the idea is to make 
it hassle-free as best as possible. I can under-
stand—I mean, on any change of the status 
quo, you can always find, kind of, the night-
mare scenario that makes life—it makes it 
feel like life is going to be a lot worse. I don’t 
think it necessarily has to be. I think we can 
work with our Canadian counterparts to 
come up with something that’s rational and 
meets the law that has been passed by the 
Congress and that I signed. 

Trade With Canada 
Q. Can you foresee—you’re going down 

to Cancun as part of the exercise, I guess, 
of imagining a new North America and then 
getting it going. In your vision, can you fore-
see a day when there would be free travel 
of people across the borders without identity 
cards, just free movement of people in North 
America? 

The President. Oh, I don’t know. That’s 
probably down the road. But I’m not imag-
ining an important relationship, though, be-
cause we’re really building on what our pred-
ecessors left behind, which is a trading ar-
rangement that has substantially increased 
trade between the United States and Canada 
and Mexico. 

Canada is our number one trading partner. 
I’m a believer that trade helps grow econo-
mies. I think free trade is an important 
part—and fair trade, something that Cana-
dians want and something that Americans 
want is, free and fair trade—benefits both 
of us. You know, we traded about nearly $500 
billion, two-way trade, in 2005, which is very 
positive for both our economies. 
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What I’m concerned about is that protec-
tionist tendency and isolationist tendency 
that could emerge in both our countries as 
well as in Mexico, which would make it hard-
er for us to realize the benefits of collabora-
tion together, make it harder for us to, kind 
of, grow together. And that would be not 
beneficial for the hemisphere, and frankly, 
it will make it a lot harder for future Ameri-
cans and Canadians and Mexicans to com-
pete with the Chinese, for example. 

And so there is a relationship which exists 
which needs to be protected and nurtured 
and streamlined and made more efficient, 
and that’s really what the discussions will be 
in Cancun. 

Canadian Government 
Q. A quick last question for you, I don’t 

know if you’re going to take the bait on this 
one. 

The President. Probably not. 
Q. Okay. [Laughter] 
The President. Now that you’ve let me 

know—— 
Q. I let the cat out of the bag. 
The President. ——let me know there 

was a hook coming. [Laughter] 
Q. Are you any happier with the Conserv-

ative Government in Canada than a liberal 
government? 

The President. I am—I respect the will 
of the Canadian people, and as I say, you 
know, this is—there were some tense times 
when I made the decision to go to war in 
Iraq, and I understand that. I’m not the— 
I fully understand why people, not only in 
Canada but in the United States, expressed 
deep concern about the use of force to pro-
tect ourselves. I stand by the decision. I think 
it’s the right decision. And therefore, I wasn’t 
surprised when I heard, you know, members 
of political parties in both our countries ex-
press deep concern about it. 

Having said all that, however, in the midst 
of turbulent times, my relationships with the 
two Prime Ministers, prior to Stephen Harp-
er, were good, solid relationships. We had 
candid discussions; we were friendly toward 
each other; we shared the same values of 
human rights and human dignity and free-
dom to speak and freedom to worship. 

So I view the relationship with Canada as 
a very strong and important relationship for 
the United States of America. It’s a relation-
ship that we should never take for granted, 
and I’m confident the Canadians won’t take 
our relationship for granted. And it’s a rela-
tionship that needs attention and care. And 
there are problems that arise, like softwood 
lumber. Hopefully we’ll get that solved. But 
we’ve also had a BSE issue that came up on 
my watch, which we solved, as well as pota-
toes. We had a potato issue when I first be-
came President of the United States, that we 
worked through with Prime Minister 
Chretien. 

Q. Mr. President, you’ve been very gen-
erous with your time, and I appreciate it. 

The President. Well, thanks for coming. 
Q. Thank you. 
The President. Welcome to Washington. 
Q. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 2:55 p.m. in 
the Map Room at the White House for later 
broadcast. In his remarks, the President referred 
to former Prime Ministers Jean Chretien and Paul 
Martin, and Prime Minister Stephen Harper of 
Canada. The transcript was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on March 29. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Olusegun Obasanjo of 
Nigeria 
March 29, 2006 

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome 
back to the Oval Office. We have just had 
a discussion that covered a lot of topics. 
Every time I meet with the President, he 
brings a fresh perspective about the politics 
and the situation on the continent of Africa, 
and I want to thank you. I want to thank 
you for your leadership. 

The President and I talked about Darfur 
and the Sudan, and I made it very clear to 
him that we’re deeply concerned about the 
humiliation, the rape, the murder that is tak-
ing place among the—against the citizens of 
Darfur. He agreed. And I want to thank you 
for your compassion. 

We talked and strategized about how to 
move forward, how to make it clear to the 
Sudanese Government that there will be a 
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